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value of a man's thoughts 'to be affected by his
social position ; but that one should look out
for and appreciate sense, vigour, faithfulness,
kindness, rectitude, and originality, in however
humble a sphere these qualities may be displayed.
That one should fight hard against convention-
ality, that one should welcome beauty, both the
beauty of natural things, as well as the beauty
displayed in sincere and simple lives in every
rank of life. I have heard conventional profes-
sional people, who thought they were giving
utterance to manly and independent sentiments,
speak slightingly of dukes and duchesses, as if
the possession of high rank necessarily forfeited
all claims to simplicity and true-heartedness.
Such an attitude is as inartistic and offensive as
for a duchess to think that fine courtesy and
consideration could not be found among washer-
women. The truth is that beauty of character
is just as common and just as uncommon among
people of high rank as it is among bagmen ;
and the only just attitude to adopt is to approach
all persons simply and directly on the grounds
of our common humanity. One who does this
will find simplicity, tenderness, and rectitude
among persons of high rank; he will also
I